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Defining Communities of Practice 
Å Peer networks within a thematic area who help users perform better by sharing 

their knowledge in support of low emissions development. 

Å Members interact and engage in joint activities and discussions in order to build 

relationships, share information, and help each other make more climate-friendly 

development decisions more effectively. 



Objectives of the Session 
Å An opportunity for peers to 

discuss and identify mechanisms 
and ways to sharing of knowledge 
and experience within the 
transportation sector in Asia  

Å An opportunity for individuals 
working on transportation and 
low -emission development to 
share practical knowledge and 
experiences within their peers. 

 

Photo Credit: World Bank, 2007 

Not just an opportunity discuss and 

identify mechanisms, but to try and 

identify ways to meet gaps and needs 



Existing Transportation Communities 
of Practice Sample list: 

Å EMBARQ 

Å Institute for Transportation & Development Policy 

Å Clean Air Asia 

Å Green Freight and Logistics Network International  

Å Council on Clean Transportation 

Å Partnership on Sustainable Low Carbon Transport 

Å Asia-Pacific Network of Transport and Logistics Education and Research 

Å Global Facilitation Partnership for Transportation and Trade 

Å Asia Institute of Transport Development 

Å Center for Science and Environment 

Å Center for Transportation and Logistics Studies 

Photo Credits: World Bank, 2009 



Areas of Work by Sample Organizations 
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EMBARQ- WRI X X X X 

Clean Air Asia (CAA) X X X X X 

     Green Freight and Logistics  

     Network 
X X X 

Partnership on Sustainable Low Carbon 

Transportation (SLoCaT) 
X X X 

Institute for Transportation & 

Development Policy (ITDP) 
X X X X 

International Council on Clean 

Transportation (ICCT) 
X X 

Center for Science and Environment 

(CSE) 
X X X X X 



Geographical Focus By Each CoP 

Organization  
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EMBARQ- WRI X X 

Clean Air Asia X X X X X 

Green Freight 

and Logistics 

Network 

X X X X X X X X 

ITDP X X X 

SLoCaT X X X X X X X X X X X X 

ICCT X X 

CSE X 

This table notes areas of focus; the CoPs do not exclusively work in these countries 



EMBARQ- WRI 
Modalities  

Å Web: Updated website with news, event 
listings, multimedia content, research; active 
Google Groups 

Å Local Projects: Working with city agencies, 
governments, and experts to implement 
sustainable transport initiatives such as bus 
rapid transit, auto-rickshaws, cycling, public 
safety 

Å Research: Produced numerous publications, 
e.g., study on para-transit system in Indore 
City and a guidebook on bus planning 

Examples of Outcomes  

Å Supporting implementation of BRT in 
several Indian and Chinese cities 

Å Developed sustainable transport indicators 
in Xiõan 

Å Supported implementation and analysis of 
auto-rickshaw initiative in Rajkot 

Focus 

Practice areas are: 

1) Integrated Transport 

2) Air Quality and Climate Change 

3) Health and Road Safety 

4) Urban Development and Accessibility 

Members 

Network includes five Centers for 

Sustainable Transport, 120 experts 

Asian 

Centers 



Clean Air Asia 
Modalities  

Å Web: Active website with tools, resources, 

and news; active member forum; webinars; 

social media engagement 

Å Capacity Building: City twinning; city 

networks; study tours; exchange programs; 

workshops 

Å Research: Produced numerous publications 

on air quality 

Å Public Education: Developed campaigns such 

as the Hairy Nose Campaign 

Examples of Outcomes  

Å Active online forums with community 

engagement 

Å Developed Accessing Asia air pollution and 

GHG emissions reports and guidelines 

Å Performed walkability study in Asian cities 

and maintains website on issue 

 

Focus 
Program areas include:  

1) Air Quality and Climate Change  

2) Low Emissions Urban Development 

3) Clean Fuels and Vehicles 

4) Green Freight and Logistics 

Members 
UN recognized partnership with over 250 

organizations (government organizations, 

NGOs, academia, and private sector). 

Country  

Partnerships 



Green Freight and Logistics Network 
Modalities  

Å Web: site includes resources on 

technologies, logistics, finances and news 

digest. No forum for virtual interaction. 

Å Capacity Building: Includes regional forums 

(EST), country seminars 

Å Local Projects: green truck program in 

China; scoping potential programs in 

Philippines, Thailand, Laos, Vietnam 

Examples of Outcomes  

Å Collaboration with private companies such 

as DHL, UPS, Tonglit Logistics has been 

successful 

Å Bangkok 2020 declaration adopted by 22 

Asian countries 

Å Little activity on website since 2012 

Focus 
Improving access to information on policies, 

programs, technologies, logistics, and data 

relevant to freight sector (i.e., trucks). 

 

Members 
Includes governments, NGOs, private 

sector, research institutions, and 

international agencies.  

GFLN grew out of CAA. 

Country  

Networks 



Institute for Transportation & Development Policy 

Modalities  

Å Web: up-to-date site with blog, library of 

resources;  social media engagement 

Å Public Education: Our Cities Ourselves 

program and website; BRT training (China); 

numerous publications for decision-makers 

Å Local Projects: projects include 

implementation of BRT in Ahmedabad and 

Jakarta; comprehensive public transit 

planning in Chennai; Indian rickshaw 

modernization initiative 

Examples of Outcomes  

Å Supports Greenways and non-motorized 

transport planning in China- success in 

Guangdong spurred expansion  

Å Support implementation of Pimpri-

Chinchwad/Pune BRT 

Focus 
Promoting environmentally sustainable and 

socially equitable transportation worldwide. 

Program areas include climate and transport 

policy, cycling & walking, outreach, public 

transport, sustainable urban development, 

and traffic reduction 

Members 
Collaboration with city governments and 

local advocacy groups.  

 

Asian 

Countries 

of Interest 



Partnership on Sustainable Low Carbon Transport  

Modalities  

Å Web: up-to-date website with news, blog, 

events, resources; committed to 

development of webinars; some social 

media engagement (Twitter) 

Å Policy Support: Provides briefs and resources 

about sustainable transportation, 

particularly with regards to funding and 

policy 

Å Capacity Building: Includes expert meetings, 

public forums, and seminars 

Outcomes  

Å Bridging the Gap initiative brings together 

GIZ, TRL, Veolia Transport, ITDP, and UITP 

and focuses on integrating transport into 

climate negotiations 

 

 

Focus 
Integration of sustainable transport into 

climate negotiations and policies and climate 

considerations into transport.  

Members 

Over 80 organizations including UN 

organizations, multilateral and bilateral 

development organizations, NGOs and 

Foundations, Academia, and the Business 

Sector.  

Countries 

of Interest* 



International Council on Clean Transportation 

Modalities  

Å Web: up-to-date website with news, 

webinars, events, blog, resources; social 

media engagement; podcasts 

Å Research: Conducts extensive research 

related to aviation, climate & health, fuels, 

heavy-duty vehicles, marine, and passenger 

vehicles. Research includes a technical 

profile of Chinaõs new car fleet and analysis 

of compliance programs in light duty fleet 

vehicles in India. 

Outcomes  

Å Developed Global Transportation Roadmap 

Model for policy makers 

Å Developed Transport Policy portal that 

tracks global regulations related to 

emissions and fuels (in collaboration with 

DieselNet) 

Focus 
Provide research and technical and scientific 

analysis to environmental regulators and 

improve environmental performance and 

efficiency of transportation.  

Members 

ICCT participantsõ council includes high-

level civil servants, academic researchers, 

and policy experts.  

Asian 

Countries 

of Interest 



Centre for Science and Environment 

Modalities  

Å Web: Online campaigning tool with 1,000 
responses/month. Also manages the India 
Environment Portal of research reports 
and government documents.  

Å Research: uses òknowledge-based 
environmental activismóõ- generates books, 
magazine, and ideas to advocate for policy 
change. 

Å Public Education: Anil Agarwal Green 
College, workshops and round tables on 
various transport issues 

Å Capacity-Building: seminars on topics such 
as transportation funding strategies 

Outcomes  

Å Right to Clean Air Campaign on improving 
air quality in Delhi for past 10 years. Has 
addressed issues such as fuel quality, vehicle 
maintenance, and emission norms. 

Focus 

Public interest research and advocacy group 

with five broad programs: 1) Communication 

for Awareness; 2) Research and Advocacy; 3) 

Education and Training; 4) Knowledge Portal; 

and 5) Pollution Monitoring.  Air pollution is 

a topic of focus. 

Members 

20 full-time staff members engaged in many 

program areas. 

Headquarters 



Examples of Local CoP: India 

Å Parisar  is a Pune-based civil society organization with a focus on 

urban transport 

Å Main activity for members is intervention- meeting with city officials to 

question, critique, or discuss urban transport issues 

Å Shares knowledge through rallies, workshops, planning, and advocacy 

Å Has website and social media engagement but is not up-to-date 

Å Centre for Green Mobility is based in Ahmedabad and works with 

city, state, and national bodies on sustainable transport projects 

Å  Provides hands-on support in urban planning, transportation, urban 

design, and communications 

Å Shares knowledge about mass transit, bus-based public transport, 

walking and cycling trough policy support as well as social media 

Å The Energy and Resources Institute has a broad research scope 

encompassing many environmental, energy, and development issues 

Å Developing and implementing solar charging stations for electric 

rickshaws in the Sundarban region in the Ganga-Brahmaputra delta 

Å Shares knowledge through research on transportation alternatives and 

by providing technical support to demonstration pilot 



Some Key Findings (1) 
Success,  Particularly at Local 

Levels. 

Several organizations have found 

success with focusing in on smaller-

scale initiatives (i.e., one mode of 

transport in a city). This has provided 

leverage for expansion of programs 

to other cities or the national level. 

Land and Sea Focus. 

Many organizations are working on 

land and marine-based modes of 

transit but few have much focus on 

air transit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bus Rapid Transit in India (EMBARQ 2013) Rickshaws in Delhi (World Bank, 2009) 



Some Key Findings (2) 
Utilizing the Web.  

Most organizations have adopted 

web-based knowledge sharing. Some 

have more basic websites while 

others are comprehensive resource 

centers with platforms for all 

community members to engage. 

Challenges may include skills and 

capacity to maintain web resources 

and keep them up-to-date. 

Data  Gaps are a Challenge . 

Although there is research being 

conducted by many organizations 

across the region, data gaps for 

transportation remain a challenge. 

Photo Credit: World Bank, 2010 Photo Credit: EMBARQ 2013 



LEDS GP Transport Toolkit 

www.ledsgp.org/transport 
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